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1 Thessalonians 1 Commentary

1:1

Was this book written as a letter?

[1:]

See: Ancient Letters

Why did Paul write about Silvanus and Timothy?

[1:1]

Paul wrote about Silvanus and Timothy when he greeted the Christians at Thessalonica for several
reasons:

He reminded the Christians in Thessalonica that Silvanus and Timothy were with him when he started the
church at Thessalonica.

He wanted the Christians in Thessalonica to know that Silvanus and Timothy returned to Paul. They were
safe. That is, they were not hurt or put into prison. He wanted the Christians in Thessalonica to be happy
to hear about this.

He wanted the Christians in Thessalonica to know that he had heard about them from people they could
trust.

Paul wanted people to know that he who wrote his letters. Sometimes people said that Paul did not really
write a letter. But the Thessalonian Christians knew Silvanus and Timothy worked with him. So, he wrote
about Silvanus and Timothy so the Thessalonians would know that he really wrote this letter.

See: Church

See Map: Thessalonica

1:3

Why did Paul write "we remember” you?

[1:3]

When Paul wrote "we remember” you, he wanted the Christians in Thessalonica to know that he often prayed for
them. He gave thanks to God for the way they believed in Jesus. He gave thanks to God for how they did things for
God. He also thanked God because they continued to trust God. All of this honored God. So Paul wanted the
Thessalonian Christians to know that he honored them when he prayed.

See: Thanksgiving; Faith (Believe in); Hope

Why did Paul write "our God and Father"?

[1:3]

When Paul wrote "our God and Father", he wanted his readers to think about God. He was not writing about two
separate people or beings. Instead, he wanted to say that the Father is God.

See: Trinity;God the Father

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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1:4

Why did Paul write that God "chose" them?

[1:4]

When Paul wrote that God "chose" the Christians in Thessalonica, he wanted the Christians in Thessalonica to
know that God planned in some way that they would believe in him. God planned for people everywhere to
believe in him before he created the world.

Some scholars believe that God chose certain people to be Christians. Other scholars believe that God knew which
people would believe in him before the person chose to believe.

See: Elect (Election)

1:5

Why did Paul write "our gospel"?

[1:5]

When Paul wrote "our gospel," he wanted the Thessalonian Christians to remember what he taught them. He
taught them about Jesus when Paul lived in Thessalonica. He taught them right things about Jesus. He wanted
them to remember these things and to not think about the wrong things that other people said.

See: Gospel; False Teacher

1:6

Why did Paul write "imitators of us and of the Lord"?

[1:6]

Paul wrote that the Thessalonians were "imitators of us and of the Lord,” He said this to say that the Christians in
Thessalonica honored God. They did good things. They did the things they saw Paul do. When Paul lived in
Thessalonica, they saw him do good things that honored God. They also heard him teach about Jesus. So they
knew about the good things that Jesus did. Because they did things in the same way that Paul and Jesus did things,
they honored God.

Why did Paul write "received the word with much joy"?

[1:6]

When Paul wrote that the Thessalonian Christians "received the word with much", he wrote about how they
learned from him. When he was in Thessalonica, he taught them the "word,"; that is, the gospel about Jesus. They
had &quot;much joy.&quot; That is, they were very happy because of Jesus. Scholars believe that some people in
Thessalonica persecuted the Christians there. However, Paul told them that their joy was greater than this
persecution.

See: Gospel; Persecute (Persecution) ; Rejoice (Joy, Joyful)

See: Map:  Thessalonica; Corinth; Macedonia; Achaia
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1:8-10

What did Paul want to say in 1:8-10?

{1:8, 1:9, 1:10]

In 1:8-10, Paul wanted to tell the Christians in Thessalonica that many people knew how they believed in God.
People in other places knew the Thessalonians worshipped idols in the past. Those people heard that the
Thessalonian Christians stopped worshipping idols. So those people knew that now the Thessalonian Christians
worshipped the true God.

See: Worship

Why did Paul write "has rung out" in 1:8?

[1:8]

When Paul wrote that "from you the word of the Lord has rung out," he said that he knew the Christians in
Thessalonica talked about Jesus to other people. He used the metaphor of a bell. A bell "rings out" so it is heard
far away. People far away heard about the way the Thessalonian Christians talked about Jesus.

See: Metaphor; Gospel

Why did Paul write &quot;waiting for his Son from heaven&quot; in 1:10?

[1:10]

Paul wrote &quot;waiting for his Son from heaven&quot; because he wanted the Thessalonian Christians to know
that Jesus will come to earth again. After he was killed and was made alive again, he returned to heaven. He will
come back someday.  However, only God the Father knows exactly when he will return (see: Acts 1:9- 11). Paul
also said Christians should &quot;wait&quot; patiently until Jesus returns.

See: Son of God; Heaven; God the Father

Why did Paul write about &quot;wrath&quot; in 1:10?

[1:10]

Paul wrote about &quot;wrath&quot; to get his readers to think about how God will judge people because they
sin. When someone has &quot;wrath,&quot; they are very angry. God is very angry about people doing wrong
things. So, someday he will judge and punish people who have sinned. However, Paul also wrote that Jesus
&quot;frees us from the wrath to come.&quot; He wanted his readers to remember that if they believe in Jesus, he
will protect them from God’s judgement. Some scholars think Paul also wanted people to know Jesus helps people
who believe in him not to do wrong things that make God angry. Some scholars think Paul wanted to say that the
antichrist will not affect people who believe in Jesus.  

See:  Wrath; Antichrist

1 Thessalonians 2

2:1-12

What did Paul write to his readers in 2:1-12?

In 2:1-12, Paul wrote to his readers and told them to do things in the same way that Paul, and those who worked
with him, did things. While he lived in Thessalonica, Paul told people that they needed to honor God and he
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taught them how to honor God. Paul did the things that honored God. So he told the Thessalonians to do the
things that honored God also. In the same way a father tells his children the things to do, so Paul told the
Thessalonians what to do to honor God.

See: Acts 16:19-24, 35-39

See: Metaphor

Why did Paul write 2:3-7?

Paul wanted his readers to know the differences between what he taught and what other people taught about
Jesus. So Paul wrote about how he taught and the things that he did. He did not write about the false teachers.
However, he wanted his readers to think about the things that he did differently than the things that the false
teachers did.

Paul used the metaphor of a parent who loves his child. He taught the Thessalonian Christians in the same way a
parent teaches their child. So he wanted them to treat each other in the same way that he treated them.

See: Metaphor

Why did Paul write that God examines "the heart"?

[2:4]

Paul wrote that God looks into "the heart." He wanted his readers to know that God knows everything that people
think and feel. He was not writing about the actual, physical heart in our body. Instead, the word heart is often
used to talk about how a person feels and thinks. Paul wanted the Thessalonian Christians to know that God
completely knows them. God knows about even things that a person thinks but does not talk about (See: Hebrews
4:12-13).

See: Heart (Metaphor)

Why did Paul write about "flattery"?

[2:5]

Paul wrote about "flattery." This is when someone says something to someone to gain favor with them. They may
not believe the things they say. Paul said this because he wanted to talk about people who said good things about
other people that were not true. They did this to make other people feel honored. They did this so those people
might do something for the them. People often used flattery to try to get things from other people.

Paul wanted his readers to know that he did not flatter them. He was different than people who used flattery. He
spoke truth because he wanted to honor God. Saying false things about other people did not honor God even if it
was good things. Who did Paul write about in 2:6?

In 2:6, Paul wrote about himself. He wanted the Thessalonian Christians to know that he did not want to be
honored. The Jewish religious leaders and the false teachers wanted to be honored because of the things they
taught. He wanted Christians to know that people who "seek glory" do not honor God. Paul wanted people to
know that he did not want to be honored.

See: Glory (Glorify)

Why did Paul write "walk in a manner worthy of God"?

[2:12]

Paul used a metaphor when he wrote that Christians needed to "walk in a manner worthy of God." He wanted
Christians to know that they needed to honor God by the things that they did, said, and thought.
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See: Walk

2:13-16

Why did Paul write “for this reason"?

[2:13]

When Paul wrote “for this reason,” he wanted his readers to know that what he wrote in 2:3-12 was why he wrote
2:13-16. In 2:3-12, he wrote about how he loved the Thessalonian Christians. So, in 2:13-16, he wrote that he
thanked God because they did the things that honored God in the way he taught them to honor God.

What was the difference between the "word of man" and the "word of God"?

[2:13]

Paul talked about the "word of man.” When people taught “word of man,” they can be wrong. Paul taught the
“word of God.” The things he taught are true and they come from God.

Paul wanted the Thessalonian Christians to know there was a difference between what he taught and what the
false teachers taught. Paul wanted them to know that God gave him the words to say. It was as true as though God
spoke it himself. (See: 1 Corinthians 14:37).

Why did Paul write about the Jews killing Jesus?

[2:15]

When Paul wrote about "the Jews" killing Jesus, he wanted his readers to know that some Jewish leaders wanted
Jesus to die and helped the Roman government kill him. They planned with the Romans to have the Romans kill
Jesus. They did this because they did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah (See: John 11:45-53).

Some Jewish leaders did not want people to do the things Paul taught. They did not believe he taught things from
God. So, they treated him the way they treated Jesus.

See: Acts 17:5, Matthew 23:31-36

See: Messiah (Christ)

What were the Jewish leaders trying to prevent?

[2:15, 2:16]

The Jewish leaders tried to prevent Paul from preaching and teaching about Jesus. They did not want him to
preach to other Jews. They also did not want him to preach to Gentiles. They were afraid that this would weaken
the Jewish religion. So, these leaders tried to stop Paul from preaching.

See: Preach (Preacher); Gentile

Why did Paul write “they always fill up their own sins”?

[2:16]

When Paul wrote that "they always fill up their own sins," he wanted to talk about how the Jewish leaders did
very bad things. They did not want other people to hear about Jesus. So they tried to stop Paul and others from
teaching the gospel. Paul wanted his readers to know that this was the worst thing these people could do against
God.

See: Metaphor; Gospel
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2:17-20

What did Paul want his readers to know about Satan?

[2:18}

Paul wanted his readers to know that Satan is a real (See: Romans 16:20; 1 Corinthians 7:5; 2 Corinthians 2:11,
11:13-15). He also wanted them to know that Satan wants to stop people from hearing about Jesus. Paul taught
people about Jesus, so Satan did things to try to stop him.

See: Satan (The Devil)

Why did Paul write about Jesus "at his coming"?

[2:19]

When Paul wrote about Jesus "at his coming," he wanted his readers to know that Jesus will come to earth again.
Scholars call this the "second coming" of Jesus.

See: Jesus' Return to Earth

Why did Paul write that the Thessalonians were his “glory and joy"?

[2:20]

When Paul wrote that the Thessalonian Christians were his "glory and joy," he wanted them to know he was very
proud of them. He had lived with them. He taught them about Jesus. He knew they believed in Jesus. He knew
they worked to serve God. All these things made Paul proud of them. They made him very happy.

See: Glory (Glorify)

1 Thessalonians 3

3:1-5

Why did Paul write 3:1-5?

Paul wrote 3:1-5 because he was worried about the Christians in Thessalonica. They were being persecuted. So he
wanted to know more about what was happening to the Thessalonian Christians. He also wanted to comfort them
and wanted them to be ready if they were persecuted again in the future.

See: Persecute (Persecution) )

Why did Paul write that "it was good to be left behind"?

[3:1]

Paul wrote that "it was good to be left behind" to say two things: He needed to stay in Athens to serve God there.
This was good. He was "left behind" when he sent Timothy to Thessalonica (3:2). He did this so that Timothy could
discover what happened to the Thessalonian Christians. Therefore, Timothy could encourage them. This was also
good.

Why did Paul write that he was "appointed" for "sufferings" and that he "suffered afflictions"?

[3:3, 3:4]
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Paul wrote that he was "appointed" for "sufferings" and that he "suffered afflictions" because he wanted his
readers to know that they might be persecuted. Jesus said people would persecute his followers (see: Mark
13:9-11). Therefore, Paul wrote that he was appointed for sufferings, or chosen to suffer, because he followed
Jesus.

Some scholars think Paul wanted his readers to think that Christians suffered to fulfill prophecies. The first
Christians thought Jesus was coming to earth again very soon. They also thought Christians would have to suffer
before this happened. So Paul wrote about being "appointed" so his readers would think about these prophecies.

See: Prophecy (Prophesy) ; Jesus' Return to Earth; Persecute (Persecution)

Why did Paul write "perhaps the tempter had somehow tempted you"?

[3:5]

Paul wrote "perhaps the tempter had somehow tempted you" so his readers would think about Satan. One of the
things Satan does is to try to tempt Christians to stop believing in Jesus. He can do this when people persecute
Christians. Satan can try to make them think that if they stop believing in Jesus, they will not suffer any longer. So
Paul was afraid that the Thessalonian Christians might stop believing in Jesus.

See: Tempt (Temptation); Satan (The Devil); Persecute (Persecution)

3:6-10

What did Paul want to write in 3:6-10?

In 3:6-10, Paul wanted to write that Timothy returned to him. Timothy told Paul that the Thessalonian Christians
continued to follow Jesus. This encouraged Paul and comforted him.

Why did Paul write "for now we live"?

[3:8]

Paul wrote "for now we live" to tell the Thessalonian Christians that he was encouraged by what Timothy told
him. He wrote "for" so they would know that this was because of what he wrote before this. He wrote "now we
live" to say that he was very strongly encouraged. He used a metaphor of life and death to write about how much
he cared for the Thessalonian Christians.

See: Metaphor

Why did Paul write "stand firm"?

[3:8]

Paul wrote "stand firm" to tell the Thessalonian Christians to keep believing in Jesus. He did not want to write that
people should stop moving physically. Instead, he used a metaphor to write about following Jesus. He wanted to
be sure the Thessalonian Christians did not stop believing in Jesus because they suffered. He wanted to know
they did not follow people who taught the wrong things. He wanted his readers to know they could endure any
sufferings.

See: Metaphor

Why did Paul write "provide what is lacking in your faith"?

[3:10]

Page 9 of 17 generated on Tue May 6 17:26:10 2025



Paul wrote that he would "provide what is lacking in your faith" to write the Thessalonian Christians that he
wanted to continue to teach them about God. Some scholars think he wrote about "what is lacking" to write that
they still needed to learn more about God. Just before this, he wrote that he wanted to return to Thessalonica.
Then, Paul could teach them more.

Other scholars think that Paul wanted to say what they believed about Jesus was not complete. That is, they
needed to learn more about how to follow Jesus.

3:11-13

Why did Paul write "direct our way to you"?

[3:11]

Paul wrote "direct our way to you" to say that he prayed for God to make it possible for him to return to
Thessalonica.

Why did Paul write "blameless in holiness"?

[3:13]

Paul wrote "blameless in holiness" to make the Thessalonian Christians know that they needed to follow Jesus
completely. The word "blameless" means that nobody can say that a person did something wrong. That is, they
cannot do things perfectly. Paul wrote "in holiness" to write that doing the right things should be because a
person is following Jesus. That is, Christians should be "blameless" because they know they belong to God. So,
they do no sin.

See: Sin

Why did Paul write "at the coming of our Lord Jesus"?

[3:13]

Paul wrote "at the coming of our Lord Jesus" so his readers would think about when Jesus returns.

See: Jesus' Return to Earth

Why did Paul write "with all his holy people"?

[3:13]

Paul wrote "with all his holy people" to write that Jesus would not return alone. Scholars think different things
about who are these “saints”: Some scholars think the "holy people" in 3:13 are angels (see: Zechariah 14:5, 2
Thessalonians 1:7). Other scholars think Paul wrote about Christians (see: Romans 8:19). Some of these scholars
think they are Christians who died. Other scholars think they are Christians that God will take to heaven before
they die. Fewer scholars think Paul wrote "with all his holy people" to write that he prayed for God to
"strengthen" the Thessalonian Christians the way he strengthens all Christians.

See: Holy Ones; Heaven; Angel
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1 Thessalonians 4

4:1-8

Why did Paul write that the Thessalonian Christians must "walk and please God"?

[4:1]

When Paul wrote that the Thessalonian Christians must "walk and please God,” he used a metaphor. He used this
metaphor to speak about the things they needed to do. He wanted them to do the things that honored God.

Paul taught them to do these things when he lived in Thessalonica. He did not want them to stop doing these
things because of false teachers.

See: Metaphor; Walk

Why did Paul write about teaching people "through the Lord Jesus"?

[4:2]

When Paul wrote about teaching people "through the Lord Jesus," he wanted the Thessalonian Christians to know
that the things he taught them came from the Lord himself. Paul did not invent them. Nor did other humans
invent them.

What did Paul want to write the Thessalonian Christians in verses 4:3-8?

In 4:3-8, Paul wanted to write the Thessalonian Christians that when a person believes in Jesus, it will cause them
to do things differently in their lives. He did not want them to do the same things that those who do not believe in
Jesus do. They also needed to do sexual things differently. Because they believed in Jesus, they needed to be
sexually pure.

See: Spirit (Spiritual); Sexual Immorality

Why did Paul write "your sanctification"?

[4:3]

When Paul wrote "your sanctification," he wanted to write that God wants Christians to be holy people (see:
Romans 1:7, 1 Peter 1:16). That is, he wanted them to do things that honor God. Paul did not want to tell readers
that they can make themselves holy. Instead, he wanted them to ask God to make them holy. God can help them to
want to do things that honor him.

Some scholars think that God sanctifies Christians during a long period of time. Other scholars think that God can
sanctify Christians completely at one time when those Christians give themselves completely to Jesus. Still other
scholars think that both of these things are true.

See: Sanctify (Sanctification); Holy (Holiness, Set Apart)

Why did Paul write "possess his own vessel"?

[4:4]

Paul used a metaphor when he wrote "possess his own vessel." This metaphor was used to tell the Thessalonian
Christians that they needed to control the things that they did. He wrote "vessel" to get them to think about their
bodies. He wrote "possess" to say that God wants Christians to choose to do the things that honor God.
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Paul wanted the Thessalonian Christians to control certain things. He did not want them to sin sexually. He
especially wanted the men not to do this.

Advice to translators: The word “vessel” can be translated as wife or male organ. Some scholars think that Paul
wanted to say that Christian men need to marry a wife. More scholars think Paul wrote about people controlling
the things that they did as well as the things they did sexually.

See: Metaphor; Sexual Immorality

Why did Paul write that “the Lord is an avenger in all these things”?

[4:6]

Paul wrote that "the Lord is an avenger in all these things." He wanted to write the Thessalonian Christians so
they would know how important were the things he wrote in 4:1-5. If a person were to harm another Christian in
some way, Paul wrote them that God sees these things and will avenge the wrong thing that was done (see: Psalm
94:1). This is because Christians are also God's family members. This was most important for how Christians act
sexually.

See: Family of God; Sexual Immorality

Why did Paul write "holiness"?

[4:7]

Paul wrote "holiness" so the Thessalonian Christians would think about God. God is holy. God wants Christians to
become holy. God can make Christians holy. This is the opposite of "uncleanness".

See: Holy (Holiness, Set Apart);Clean and Unclean

4:9-12

Who were "all the brothers who are in all Macedonia"?

[4:10]

The "brothers who are in all Macedonia" were Christians who lived north of Greece. Macedonia is a place north
of Greece. The Christians who lived there were very poor. The Thessalonian Christians sent them money to help
them.

See: Family of God

See Map: Greece and surrounding regions

Why did Paul write that Christians should "walk properly before outsiders"?

[4:12]

Paul used a metaphor when he wrote that the Thessalonian Christians must "walk properly before outsiders." He
used this to tell them that they needed to do the things that honor God, especially when non-Christians see them.
He wanted them to do these things so that those who do not believe in Jesus would know about the things that
they did. Then those people would think about God. They might believe in Jesus and change the things that they
did.

See: Metaphor; Walk
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4:13-18

Why did Paul write “those who sleep” and "those who have fallen asleep"?

[4:13, 4:14, 4:15]

Paul wrote "those who sleep" (4:13) and "those who have fallen asleep" (4:14,15) This was a metaphor. It was used
to talk about people who had died. He wrote "sleep" and "fallen asleep" to write that Christians who die will be
resurrected. God will resurrect them in the same way Jesus was resurrected. He did not want the Thessalonian
Christians to worry about people they loved who died.

See: Metaphor;Sleep (Metaphor) ; Resurrect (Resurrection)

Why did Paul write "the rest who do not have hope"?

[4:13]

Paul wanted to write about people who did not believe in Jesus when he wrote "the rest who do not have hope."
Paul wanted the Thessalonian Christians to remember that they could know that God would resurrect them. Then
they would be with God in heaven forever. This was because Jesus was resurrected, and they believed in him.
People who do not believe in Jesus will not live with God forever.

See: Hope; Resurrect (Resurrection); Heaven

Why did Paul write "by the word of the Lord"?

[4:15]

When Paul wrote "by the word of the Lord," he wanted to write that he wrote what God told him to write. It was
not his own thoughts. He wrote this so the Thessalonian Christians would know what he was saying was very
important. Why did Paul write "at the coming of the Lord" (4:15)?

See: Jesus' Return to Earth

What is an "archangel"?

[4:16]

An "archangel" is a special kind of angel.

See: Angel

Why did Paul write "the dead in Christ"?

[4:16] Paul wrote "the dead in Christ" to write about Christians who died. He wrote "in Christ" to say that these
people believed in Jesus before they died.

See: In Christ

Why did Paul write that the dead in Christ "will rise first" (4:16) and “be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord
in the air”?

[4:17]

When Paul wrote that the dead in Christ "will rise first" (4:16) and "be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air" (4:17), he wanted readers to think about how Jesus will return to earth. Some scholars think Paul wrote
about things that will actually happen when Jesus returns. Scholars call this "the rapture." Other scholars think
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Paul used metaphors. They think he was not able to actually write about what would happen. This is because it
will not be similar to anything that has happened in the past.

See: Jesus' Return to Earth;RaptureKingdom of God; Metaphor

1 Thessalonians 5

5:1-11

Why did Paul write "times and seasons"?

[5:1]

When Paul wrote "times and seasons," he wanted his readers to think about when the end of the world would
come. This was a common way of saying 'some time in the future.'

See: 1 Thessalonians 5

See: Jesus' Return to Earth

Why did Paul write "the day of the Lord is coming like a thief in the night"?

[5:2]

When Paul wrote "the day of the Lord," he wanted his readers to think about the end of the world. That is, he
wrote about when Jesus would return to earth at the end of the world.

Paul used the metaphor "coming like a thief in the night" to write that no one but God knows the exact time when
this will happen. Thieves come so quietly that no one sees them. So Paul wanted to write that Jesus would return
quietly. Nobody will know in advance when he is coming.

See: Jesus' Return to Earth;Day of the Lord; RaptureKingdom of God

What did Paul want his readers to know in 5:3?

[5:3]

In 5:3, Paul wanted his readers to know that the end of the world will come suddenly, without anyone knowing
that it is coming. Everyone will see God’s power. Paul used the metaphor of a pregnant woman ready to have her
baby. She will have pain when the baby is born. She does not know when the pains will start. The day of the Lord
will be similar to this. No one knows when this will happen. There will be pain. Also, when it starts, people will
not be able to get away from it.

See: Metaphor; Last Days;Day of the Lord

Who were the “sons of the light and sons of the day”?

[5:5]

"Sons of the light and sons of the day" are people who do the things that God wants them to do. They believe in
God. They follow God's will. Light and day are two metaphors. They are for believing in God and doing the things
that honor God.

See: Light and Darkness (Metaphor); Will of God
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Who were the “sons of the of night or the darkness”?

[5:5]

"Sons of the night or the darkness" are people who do evil things. They do not believe in God. Often, evil happens
at night or in the darkness. So Paul wrote about night and darkness as two metaphors for people doing evil.

See: Light and Darkness (Metaphor)

Why did Paul write "let us not sleep as the rest do"?

[5:6]

Paul wrote the metaphor "let us not sleep" to write about people who are not looking for Jesus’ return. He wanted
readers to think about non-Christians who do not care about God. He wanted readers not to be like those people.

Advice to translators: This is a metaphor using the word "sleep." But it is a different metaphor than Paul used in
4:13-15. In those verses, he wrote "sleep" to speak about death. In 5:6, he wrote "sleep" to speak about people not
seeing or understanding something that is happening.

See: Metaphor; Sleep (Metaphor)

Why did Paul write “we belong to the day”?

[5:8]

Paul wrote "we belong to the day." This was the same metaphor as in 5:5.

Why did Paul write about a "breastplate" and "helmet"?

[5:8]

Paul used the metaphors "breastplate" and "helmet" to talk about how Christians need to defend themselves from
Satan. A breastplate was a piece of heavy metal armor that soldiers wore so their chest and stomach would not be
harmed during battle. A helmet was a metal covering that was placed on top of the head. It stopped the head
from being harmed during a battle. So Paul wanted readers to keep believing in Jesus to defend themselves
against wrong thoughts or false teaching. He also wanted them to keep trusting God in order to defend
themselves.

See: Metaphor; Satan (The Devil)

Why did Paul write about people "appointed to...wrath"?

[5:9]

Paul wanted readers to think about people who refuse to believe in Jesus when he wrote about people "appointed
to...wrath." God does not save these people from their sins. This is because they do not believe in him. That is, he
will treat them with "wrath" or punish them. This will happen when God judges all people.

Some scholars think that Paul wanted to write that God chose which people he would save and which he would
not save before he created the world when he wrote "appointed.” Other scholars think he wanted to write that
God decided that he would save all people who believe in Jesus. But these scholars do not think God chose the
specific people who would or would not believe in Jesus. Still other scholars think that God decides to save people
when they choose to believe in Jesus. But these scholars do not think that God chose those people before he
created the world.

See: Elect (Election); Judge (Judgment); Wrath; Save (Salvation, Saved from Sins);Sin
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5:12-28

What did Paul write about in 5:12-28?

In 5:12-28, Paul wrote about the things Christians need to do. Paul often ended his letters by telling Christians
what they needed to do. Who did Paul write about in 5:12-13? In 5:12-13, Paul wrote about church leaders. He told
readers to honor their church leaders.

Why did Paul write that Christians should "not quench the Spirit"?

[5:19]

Paul wanted Christians to know that they could disappoint God when he wrote that Christians should "not
quench the Spirit." They do this by disobeying God and not doing the things he has commanded. Paul did not
want anyone to stop the work of the Spirit in Thessalonica.

He also wanted them to know that there are false teachers. The Spirit could also be quenched if Christians
believed what the false teachers taught.

See: Holy Spirit

Why did Paul write?

[5:21]

In 5:21, Paul wrote "test all things." He wanted to write the Thessalonian Christians that they needed to know
what is true or false. Christians needed to read Scripture to know whether or not the things people tell them are
true or not. If not, the Christian needed to not listen to what they heard. Paul wrote "hold onto what is good" to
write that Christians needed to always do the things that are in the Bible.

5:23

Who is the "God of peace"?

[5:23]

The "God of peace" is God. Paul wrote "God of peace" to tell readers that God wants them not to be worried. Paul
was not writing about a different God.

Why did Paul write "make you completely holy"?

[5:23]

Paul wanted his readers to know that God will completely sanctify Christians when he wrote "make you
completely holy." Some scholars think Paul wrote about God doing this after the Christian dies. God will make
Christians holy so they can live together with God forever in heaven. Other scholars think Paul wrote about God
doing this while the person is alive. This happens when Christian try to completely serve God. Then the Christian
will not want to sin. They will also be holy so they can live together with God in heaven forever.

See: Sanctify (Sanctification); Holy (Holiness, Set Apart); Heaven

Why did Paul write "be preserved without blame"?

[5:23] Paul wanted readers not to sin when he wrote "be preserved without blame.” Sin brings "blame" and guilt.
But God wants Christians to continue to be blameless. They do this by not sinning. They do this by honoring God
instead of sinning.
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See: Sin

What is "the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ"?

[5:23]

"The coming of our Lord Jesus Christ" is the time when Jesus will return to earth.

See: Jesus' Return to Earth

What was a "holy kiss"?

[5:26]

A "holy kiss" was the way Christians often greeted each other when Paul was alive. Many people would greet
family members or close friends with a light kiss on the mouth. Christians often did this to greet other Christians.
This was not the same way a husband and wife kiss.
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